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CHRISTIAN KERR — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [5.24 pm]: I was saddened to hear of the passing of journalist 
Christian Kerr last week. Although I did not know Christian personally, I knew him by reputation, and some members 
of the Legalise Cannabis WA Party had personal friendships with him, so I want to briefly pay tribute to him today. 
Christian Kerr had an outstanding career as a journalist, commentator and political adviser in Australia for several 
decades. Christian was also well known for his trailblazing work on the political website Crikey and as a columnist 
for The Australian, and he served a stint as a senior adviser in the Howard government. Most recently, he worked 
with The Spectator Australia, which has published moving and funny tributes to him, including, in part, this from 
Terry Barnes — 

A lover of the finer things of life and pop culture. Political tragic and … gossip. A big and passionate heart 
in a sometimes-struggling body … His infectious laugh. His ridiculing of the ridiculous, especially of 
politicians. His ability to see political discourse as a multi-faceted and pluralistic battle of ideas, and his 
relish for that battle. 
… 
He was not perfect—he did have eruptions of temper, which usually subsided as quickly as they came on—
but he leaves behind a big hole in many lives. 

That is beautifully said. Tributes for Christian have flowed on social and mainstream media, so best I let others speak. 
From his good friend activist Stephen Mayne — 

… Christian Kerr—a creative and political genius who was the single most important Crikey columnist/editor 
during the first 8 years until he went to Canberra with The OZ in 2008. Had remarkable wit, contacts and 
insight, plus an admirable conscience. RIP my friend. 

From journalist Louise Milligan — 
Christian was flawed like us all but had a core of kindness & sensitivity masked with wit & political 
banter. He adored his kids. He cried the last time I spoke to him—out of decency & loyalty to a late friend. 

From Marise Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs — 
I was a Young Liberal with Christian Kerr many years ago. A devastating wit, great talent, kind friend. 
Many of us will have special memories. Vale. 

I pass on my condolences to the children he adored, Rupert and India, and to all his many friends around the 
country and here in Western Australia now mourning his loss. 
Vale, Christian Kerr. 
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